Name:_______________________________

Bartlett and the Ice Voyage:  Themes

These two quotes from Bartlett and the Ice Voyage reveal a common theme.  Read the quotes with a partner and work through the tones, emotions, and opinions in each.  Then, jot down a few ideas explaining the similar theme the quotes share.  Afterward, we’ll share our ideas and try to predict one of the main morals in this story. 

Only Sir Anthony Brown (the court poet) could not bring himself to clap.  It was the worst poem he had ever heard!  All about mangoes and chutneys or some such things.  There was nothing poetic about it.  Nothing romantic.  No spring meadows or rosebuds.  Who had ever heard of a poem without a meadow or a rosebud in it?  And there were hardly any long words, unless you counted ‘cantaloupe,’ which was such a silly word that it didn’t really count at all. 

Page 26
Sir Hugh Lough was not impressed if a man was not dashing, and this famous Bartlett was about as dashing as a milkman.  He had freckles on his face and his hair was obviously not very friendly with his comb.  His fingers were knobbly.  He came to see the Queen in a plain shirt, patched trousers…and besides, he was thin and wiry.  Sir Hugh thought there was nothing more dashing than a man with bulging muscles...but Bartlett’s muscles were knotted and stringy.  Sir Hugh almost pitied him.  
Pages 32-33

You might also want to consider this quote about artist Henri Matisse while determining the common theme.  Matisse, an abstract artist, is one of the artists featured in our homeroom portrait activity.  

Respected critic Leopold Rud said about Henri Matisse’s unique style of art as Matisse’s career was just beginning:

How sad and regrettable to see the rantings of this gentleman displayed in the main hall of an official exhibition space in the heart of Paris... It is truly excessive (outlandish)... all mental asylums (hospitals) have similar paintings where, upon my word, mental illness is an excuse... This is just too awful. Enough said.
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The Sorrows of the King (1952) by Henri Matisse
